Mrs.  Jeanne S. Chase

223 Old Lynchburg Road

Charlottesville, Virginia 22903-4124

Tel: (434) 977-1723

e-mail: pdcjsc@earthlink.net

November 29, 2005

Dear Council, Commissioners, and Supervisors,


Have you really, seriously considered the detrimental impact that current decisions are having on our Fry’s Spring Neighborhood?  The recent land sale of Biscuit Run is one more issue affecting this area.  Before that Red Fields and then.... It is absolutely amazing to me that people that are to be our entrusted decision makers did not require that there be a connector road by this developer not only over to Rt.  20, but over to Fontaine Avenue from 631 as well!  This step is imperative.  Our city street, Old Lynchburg Road, has been dumped on big time by developers and decision makers.  When will this trend stop?  This is a city street of  25 m.p.h. for good reason.  It goes through a residential area with families and children.  From Azalea Park to Middleton and from Middleton to JPA there are several blind curves.  There are no shoulders to brag about and no sidewalks yet, but many pedestrians trying to stay safe with increased volume of  traffic much of which ignores the posted speed limit.


New Region Ten Complex - This is slated to open in 2006.  This is a wonderful community program that helps lots of folks.  Where will this traffic that serves this complex be directed to use?  Will the entrances and exits be off of Fifth Street?  Will any exit to Old Lynchburg Road be required to make a left turn only over to Fifth Street?


Sterling University and Eagles’ Landing - A higher volume of vehicles are on Old Lynchburg Road since the opening of these two student complexes.  The shuttles are wide vehicles that use this city street to transport into the university area.  Several requests have gone to the shuttle supervisor asking that these shuttles become part of the traffic calming answer and not part of the on going problem of speed on this city street that currently has twenty-three children and counting between Middleton and JPA.  If the shuttles consciously adhere to the speed of 25 m.p.h. they would help hold the increased traffic following to the posted speed until the connector road over to Fontaine Avenue is built...needed as soon as possible.

Higher Volume of Pedestrians  - These folks are city and county residents and UVA students  who must use Old Lynchburg Road to get to their homes, to their schools, and to their jobs.  This is a dangerous stretch of road.  There are currently no sidewalks and a very narrow shoulder to get out of the way of traffic.  In one area there is a deep drainage ditch that is needed to stay open where there is no stepping room.  There are several blind curves where the pedestrian can not see on coming traffic and on coming traffic can not see the pedestrian.  I would highly recommend that each and every one of you “walk the walk” from JPA to Azalea Park using good safety taught to you...walk Old Lynchburg Road facing traffic.  Then you would
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get a firsthand view of what this is like for the daily walkers who will only increase with rising prices of gas if they have any vehicle at all.  Many try to get to the nearest bus stop at the corner of JPA and Old Lynchburg Road, some pushing baby carriages are trying to get also to the Laundromat located on Maury while others are trying to get to the grocery store  located on Fifth Street or to reach the convenience stores, deli’s, and restaurants at Maury/Fontaine/JPA.  While writing this I look out of my window and there is a young mother with umbrella over her head, holding a toddler’s hand, and a baby in a sling across her back trying to navigate our city street with traffic, wind, and rain.  This is a daily route for this young family and others with no car.  


Bicyclists and Skateboarders use this city street to get to their destinations and we have no bike lanes.  Traffic trying to give these folks room and not knock them off of their “vehicles” go over into the next lane.  Because of the high volume of speeding traffic on this street the car, truck, or bus driver would be absolutely correct in thinking that the way was clear to do this only to be confronted with on oncoming vehicle in that lane that had not been visible just seconds earlier because of speed and because of blind curves.  


Each of you in public trust has a responsibility to make decisions that are ones that if they affected you and your family in the same way as the results that you bring to bear on others the decisions would be ones of integrity and not ones that are problematic for others.  Come to Old Lynchburg Road and “walk the walk” with us.  Come early in the morning when folks are racing to their jobs and buses are picking up children for the school day, come mid morning and throughout the day when students are racing to their classes, come mid day when folks are heading toward food on their lunch hours, come mid afternoon when school buses are returning children to their homes, come late afternoon when folks are returning to their homes from work, come early evening when many are heading back into town, come late at night when folks are speeding home from jobs or just being out and pedestrians are trying to walk as well with some street lighting and many with dark clothing on for additional challenge for the motorist.


My husband and I have been residents of Charlottesville since 1973 and residents and homeowners on Old Lynchburg Road since 1977.   We see the needs first hand each and every day.  We ask for the southern connector road from 631 over to Fontaine Avenue to reduce the high volume of traffic on our city street, to get the speeders off of our street, and to direct traffic to the area of their destination without impacting a city neighborhood as past decisions have done and are doing.  This is not a one street issue.  What is impacting us on Old Lynchburg Road is also impacting other streets in our neighborhood as well.  Please do your homework before impacting our street and our neighborhood further.  Start with the flag crews and then “walk the walk.”  If Old Lynchburg Road from Azalea Park to JPA were in your neighborhood would the problems forced onto it be acceptable?  The southern connector is absolutely needed.

Sincerely,

Mrs.  Jeanne S. Chase

